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Disciple Now is a intense weekend of worship, community, fun and teaching aimed at one 
point or goal.  This year our “point” is centered on one word: Rebel.  The idea is that true 
rebellion is realized in Godly obedience.  We will be looking at how Jesus was set apart and 
counter-cultural and why.  Then we talk about how we are to be the same… and even influence 
and create a biblical, cultural change around us. If we are going to see our community impacted 
for Christ and if we are going to be serious about reaching those all around us at school, at work 
and in our own families, then we must understand it starts with living in the world but not being 
of the world.  That includes understanding that the world will resist us all the way. 

 Our speaker for this weekend will be Todd Jones.  Todd is the Student Pastor at FBC Duluth 
and was with us last year.  Our music will be via Justin Melton and the Revive Worship Band.  The 
students stay in host homes Friday and Saturday night and come back together at the church for 
large group time and activities.  It truly is an intense opportunity to see a group of students rise 
up to be a kingdom force right here where we live. Please pray with us that the Holy Spirit moves 
in the hearts of these students and that we see an uprising of student leaders who desire to be a 
counter-cultural force for the kingdom of God! 
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Every month we’ll add an article about parenting teens because 
who has time to search around for that?   

How to Help Your Teen Keep the Faith
in a Faithless World

It’s every parent’s worry. How does my child 
continue trusting God when today's culture teaches him to 
question his faith? I discussed this topic with my teen. His 
fresh perspective gave me renewed hope. 

Our open conversation uncovered three practical 
things parents can do to help our teens keep the faith in an 
increasingly faithless world. Let’s learn together how to help 
our teens stay grounded in unshakeable faith, even in the 
midst of the madness.
1. It’s not about controlling what they see, but 
controlling what they see in you.

In parenting, control can be both good and bad. 
Control can mean creating healthy boundaries for our kids. 
Through my son’s preschool years, I could control his 
environment. If a playground looked too dangerous, we just 
didn’t play there. We threw broken toys with sharp edges 
into the trash. But sometimes I crave too much control, and 
that causes problems when parenting teens.

His environment today is much harder to manage. I 
can’t always be with him to see those dangerous places or 
sharp edges. I’d love to have a magical device that filters out 
all the trash he sees and hears, but that’s not realistic. I 
can’t navigate who and what he’s exposed to, but there is 
one thing I can control – my own behavior.
“For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have made 
you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 13:47 NIV)

Our teens may not always listen to what we say, but 
they will absorb every detail of our actions. Are we 
displaying Christ-like character at home? Are we treating 
others with unconditional love and kindness? Do we rely on 
God’s Word in times of trouble? God designed us to shine 
His light. Our kids will learn most about what it means to be 
a Christ-follower from watching our example.

2. Listen, even when you dread what they might say.
Have you ever been in that moment when your teen 

wants to share something with you, but anxiety causes you 
to fear what she might say? You silently plead with God to 
give you words to speak hope into her situation, because 
you know a harsh response could push her away.
I want my kids to feel comfortable coming to me with their 
deepest thoughts and greatest fears, but I don’t always act 
like it. I need to create an atmosphere of trust – a safe place 
to share burdens. 
Isaiah 54:13 says, “All your children will be taught by the 
Lord, and great will be their peace.” 

When we teach them about God at home, His 
comforting peace will stay with them as they go about their 
daily lives. Let’s pray our home will be a place of praising 
God and receiving His peace. Each day, let’s invite the Holy 
Spirit to abide there. His presence will provide that safe 
place for them to speak and strength for us to listen.
3. Remind him often who God says he is.

God’s Word is alive, powerful, and true. Just hearing 
Scripture spoken can revive hurting hearts and refresh tired 
bodies. We would never intentionally deprive our kids of the 
benefits of hearing what God says about them. Yet so often 
we let busy schedules get in the way of proclaiming God’s 
goodness to our teens.
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him.” (1 John 3:1)

If my child has any question about how God sees 
him, this verse makes it clear. Sharing this promise with my 
teen will give him confidence in who he is – a child of the 
Creator of the universe. 

The end also speaks to the trials he will face as a 
believer. This truth will bring answers to the deepest places 
of doubt that may try to trap him. God’s spoken Word 
provides protection for our children that cannot be 
penetrated by confusion.

Adapted from an article on crosswalk.com by Kristine Brown. She is the author of 
and founder of the non-profit organization, More Than Yourself, Inc. Kristine writes
about her God story and helps others discover their own at www.kristinebrown.net.
15 Feb 2017.

Whats coming up?
Where: Look Up Lodge, Traveler’s Rest SC

When: June 4th-9th

Cost: $250

Deposits of $100 and commitment forms are/were due March 1st, but it will be fairly easy to add 
students to the trip within the next few weeks.  As we get closer to June adding in will become more 
difficult.  If your student wants to go, please let us know ASAP and let us work out the payments. 
Cost will never be a limiting factor on whether someone wants to go to camp. Please contact Doug if 
cost is a problem.  This will be an AMAZING time of growth! Don’t miss it!
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